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READING COMPREHENSION 


PASSAGE THREE (Questions 10-13) 

The grand jury is an important part of the American legal system. The grand jury is composed of 
private citizens who are appointed to serve for a designated period of time. Grand juries, which hold 
meetings in private, serve one of two functions: charging or investigatory. A grand jury that is serving 
Line a charging function listens to evidence presented by the prosecutor and decides whether or not the 
(5) prosecution has adequate evidence to charge a suspect with a crime; if the grand jury feels that there 
is adequate evidence, then it issues an indictment, and the suspect must then proceed with a trial. A 
grand jury that is serving an investigatory function investigates cases of suspected dishonesty, often 
by public officials. 

The primary reason for the existence of the grand jury is that it is supposed to ensure that 
(10) citizens are not subject to unfair prosecution; under the grand jury system, prosectors must first 
convince an unbiased group of citizens that there is justification for the charges that they want to 
bring. However, the grand jury system has come under attack from numerous directions. Grand juries 
are routinely criticized for being too slow and too costly; the grand jury system really means that 
there are two trials, the grand jury hearing to decide whether or not there should be a trial and then 
(15) the actual trial itself. Another criticism of the grand jury results from the fact that the meetings are 
held in private; the grand jury is not open to public scrutiny and is therefore not publicly responsible 
for its actions, and this has cast doubt on some of its findings. A final common criticism of the grand 
jury is that the evidence it hears is one-sided, from the perspective of the prosecution, so that the 
grand jury serves as the right arm of the prosecution rather than as a defender of the rights of a 
(20) suspect. 

10 . 


11 . 


aspects 


In which course might this passage be 
assigned reading? 

(A) Sociology of Criminal Behavior 

(B) Introduction to Law 

(C) American History 

(D) Research Methodologies 

Where in the passage does the author 
mention who serves on a grand jury? 

(A) Lines 1-2 

(B) Lines 6-8 

(C) Lines 9-11 

(D) Lines 15-17 


12. Where in the passage does the author 
discuss the problem associated with 
holding grand jury meetings in private? 

(A) Lines 3-6 

(B) Lines 6-8 

(C) Lines 12-15 

(D) Lines 15-17 

13. How does the author seem to feel about 
the grand jury system? 

(A) Quite assured as to its usefulness 

(B) Somewhat doubtful about its 

effectiveness 

(C) Highly supportive of its use 

(D) Extremely negative about all 
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